The case recorded was of the latter kind. The examination of the body showed that the skin of the penis was quite normal, but the corpora cavernosa, corpus spongiosum, and glans penis were infiltrated and hardened by a semifluid creamy deposit, which exuded a thick juice, containing nucleated cells, seen under the microscope to be mostly elongated and caudate, and similar to those deposited in scirrhous cancer of the breast. There was a large
ragged ulcer on the mucous membrane of the bladder; there was a chain of glands between the bladder and rectum filled with white cancerous matter; and the bronchial glands, the lungs, and many other parts of the body (including the shin-boue, where a tumour was observed during life), were more or less infiltrated with cancerous deposits. The heart was found in a state of extreme fatty degeneration; and Mr. Coote remarks that if the inhalation of the chloroform had been continued, sudden death would in all probability have ensued.
II. Case of a Mucous Cyst on the Laryngeal Aspect of the Epiglottis successfully treated by Incision. By Arthur E. Durham, F.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon to Guy's Hospital.?The patient was a delicate boy who had suffered from severe sore throat, and had afterwards experienced some difficulty in swallowing. This latter symptom at last became very distressing; his voice was altered, and he suffered from repeated attacks of severe dyspnoea, which generally came on during sleep. Three or four days after he was admitted into Guy's Hospital he had so severe an attack of dyspnoea that tracheotomy was on the point of being performed, but the operation was delayed in order that a thorough laryngoscopical examination might be made. When this was done there was found, instead of the ordinary form of the epiglottis, a large round swelling, projecting downwards and backwards, and completely covering in and concealing the glottis. This tumour, which was pale, translucent, and very tense, could be just reached by the finger. As Mr. Durham felt certain that it contained fluid, he proposed to make a free incision into it, and when this was done there was a sudden gush of thick, glairy, muco-purulent matter, mixed with a little blood. The Thompson then insinuated a pair of polypus forceps, one blade on each side, and after one or two fruitless attempts, from external layers of the calculus becoming detached and causing the blades to slip, he succeeded in extracting it entire. The next day the child showed symptoms of peritonitis, and died on the third day. On a post-mortem examination the usual appearances of peritonitis were found in the abdomen. The bladder was situated entirely in the abdominal cavity ; the index finger could only just be passed flatwise between the sacral promontory and the symphysis pubis. The pelvis was carefully removed entire, and its upper outlet was found to present an irregular heart-shaped figure, the sacral promontory approaching within threeeighths of an inch of the left pubic ramus, and within barely fiveeighths of the right. In the dried bone there were barely seven-eighths of an inch of space from the promontory of the sacrum to the symphysis pubis, and the space must have been less when the soft parts were present. The calculus was composed of uric acid, was hard, and of an oval form ; its breadth was almost seven-eighths of an inch, and by comparing its dimensions with the pelvic aperture it was seen that sufficient room to withdraw it through the pelvis existed only at the central portion of the outlet, and a little to the right of it. Mr. Thompson observes that he has not met with any record of a case presenting the difficulties above described; and that, if he had been aware of the anatomical conformation in the case before operating, he would have seriously considered the question of performing supra-pubic lithotomy.
Mr. Erichsen, in a note appended to the paper, states that he previously performed the median operation for stone in the same patient, but finding that the calculus could not be extracted by ordinary in-Reviews.
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struments, and was too hard to be broken up, he deferred the proceeding, and the case came under Mr. Thompson But Dr. Brodie observes that, among the latter class admitted into the hospital, many are married only a few weeks, some only a few days before their confinement, and thus they are exposed to many of the unfavourable mental discomforts of single women in a similar position. In reference to puerperal fever, which is known to be the great scourge of lying-in hospitals, one of the tables shows that during eight years?namely, 1832, 1837, 1840, 1851, 1852, 1853, 1854 , and 1858, the hospital was free from its visitations; and during the whole period from 1828 to 1863, the whole number of deaths from this cause was 123.
It should be mentioned that between those years 7736 patients were delivered in the hospital.
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[July, It was ascertained that the duration of animal life was inversely proportionate to the strength of the anaesthetic?the more concentrated the vapour the shorter the duration of life, and vice versd. Insensibility could be induced and maintained when the inhaled air contained no more than 1 or 2 per cent., and the inhalation could be continued for a very long time without apparent danger to life; but the strongest doses inhaled through the mouth and nostrils caused the pulse and respiration to cease nearly simultaneously in from one minute twenty seconds to one minute forty-five seconds, while the heart's action continued for a short time longer. In the majority of cases the pulse stopped before the respiration, and in all instances the action of the heart could be distinguished for some time after the pulse had ceased to be felt.
In all the instances of poisoning with the smaller doses of chloroform, it was observed that the pulse was imperceptible for some time before the heart ceased to beat, from which it was evident that the organ became enfeebled before its contractions finally ceased. The extent of the failure in the force of the heart's action was marked by the luemadynamometer, which was set at zero, and connected with the femoral artery, when the mercury ? at once rose, indicating the pressure of the blood in the vessel. A double pulsation was then observed corresponding to the movements of respiration and the arterial pulsations. The first effect of the administration of chloro-?form was to cause the mercury to rise, but this elevation was of very short duration, and then it began to fall. It would thus appear that the immediate effect of small doses of chloroform is to stimulate the action of the heart.
After the transient rise of the mercury, it gradually fell, and sank lower and lower as the influence of the chloroform increased, but this uniform depression was liable to certain interruptions. If, when the force of the heart's action was fully under the influence of chloroform, the respiration of fresh air was permitted, the mercury at once rose, and the heart recovered much of its force; but on the renewal of inhalation the mercury rapidly sank again.
[July*
On carefully examining the state of the heart, it was found that it sometimes retained a certain power of movement after In order to ascertain the effect of inhaled chloroform on the heart, apart from the influence exerted upon it by the pneumo-gastric nerves, those nerves were in some cases divided after the animals were under the influence of chloroform, and in other cases the nerves were divided first and the chloroform was administered afterwards.
The usual effects of the division of the pneumo-gastric nerves in a healthy animal are that the number of the inspirations is diminished, and the frequency of the heart's action is increased in an inverse ratio. When an animal is placed under the influence of chloroform before the nerves are divided, the usual effects of the section are modified, and in some cases are even absent; and in like manner, if chloroform is inhaled after the division of the nerves, the discomfort of the animal is manifestly relieved, the chloroform apparently bringing about a greater toleration of the loss of function of the pneumo- The first operation of both ether and chloroform on the heart is to stimulate it, and increase the force of its contractions; but chloroform subsequently depresses the heart's action, while ether exerts but little influence upon it.
The stimulating .effect of ether is both less sudden and more sustained than that of chloroform, and therefore ether may be regarded, in a certain degree, as a stimulant to the force of the heart's action. The effect of ether on the respiration is, like that of chloroform, to arrest the process for a short time, but this is less marked in the case of ether.
In the post-mortem examinations of the animals poisoned by chloroform, it was found, as a general rule, that all the cavities of the heart contained more than the natural quantity of blood, and those on the right side were more full of blood than those on the left. The blood itself was generally liquid, but, in several instances, well-formed and large coagula were observed. The prevailing colour of the blood was Reviews.
[July, The sequence of the physiological phenomena produced by chloroform in man and the lower animals is similar, and the results produced are nearly uniform if the same percentages of the agent be administered. The force of the heart's action is increased for a short time, but when complete anaesthesia is produced, the heart in all cases acts with less than its natural force, and the strongest doses of chloroform vapour arrest the action of this organ, and thus destroy life. The action of ether is similar in many respects to that of diluted chloroform, but it increases the force of the heart's action at first more than chloroform, and afterwards, when insensibility ensues, ether does not produce an equal degree of depression. Among the most important rules laid down in relation to the administration of chloroform in labour, it is recommended that it should generally be given at or after the termination ot the first stage ; that it should be given only during the pains, and withdrawn in the intervals; and that it should be given more freely when the foetal head bears on the perinaeum; in order to promote relaxation and relieve the increased pain.
